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Despite recent tax and regulatory changes, investment in 
buy-to-let has outperformed most other major asset classes
over the past 10 years, when considering the annual gain in
house prices along with the increase in rental yields, new 
research shows.

An investment in the buy-to-let sector a decade ago would
have brought a 92% return today, according to the research
from VeriSmart.

The property compliance specialist found that investing in 
the FTSE 100 would have brought the biggest return when
considering the annual capital gain and the percentage yield
with an increase of 119%, however, the return offered by 
buy-to-let is significantly higher than the 60% return that 
investing in gold would have brought and a world away from
the 16% increase in cash or the -4% drop in fine art.

It is also important to note that the growth in the property 
market has been by far the most reliable option with the 
FTSE 100, gold or cash providing a far more volatile option
that is also open to a larger degree of impact from political 
and economic factors, as well as influence from other 
countries.

Jonathan Senior, founder of VeriSmart, insists that bricks 
and mortar remains one of the best and most stable 
investments available in the UK.

He commented: “The recent spring statement was a missed
opportunity for the Government to backtrack on their 
previous attacks on the buy-to-let sector, attacks that have
done little to solve the UK housing crisis and if anything, 
have caused further restrictions in the level of suitable 
stock while keeping rental prices buoyant as a result.

“However, the buy-to-let sector remains the backbone of 
the UK property market, helping to support aspirational 
homeowners as they work to overcome the sometimes 
impossible financial barriers of homeownership. The need 
for this support is clearly evident as it remains one of the 
most lucrative investments one can make.
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Buy-to-let remains 
one of the most 
lucrative investments
one can make

“With little being done to address property supply or 
affordability on a meaningful scale, this is likely to continue
going forward and despite the Government’s best efforts there
will always be demand for a good, honest landlord providing
above the board accommodation to those that need it.”

Source www.landlordtoday.co.uk 

Barry identified as a top
property hotspot as
house prices jump 10.6%
in the last year  

Barry has seen higher growth in property asking prices than
anywhere else in the UK outside of London.

The average cost of a home has jumped by 10.6% annually,
according to property website Rightmove.

The average asking price in Barry now stands at £191,050, 
up from £172,752 this time last year and up 20% higher than
they were five years ago when they were £156,878.

Lisa Broad Senior Sales Negotiator at ACJ Properties said 
“This is great news for Barry property owners. With good
schools, transport links and beauty spots, we have long 
been recommending Barry as a great place to live and invest
in due to the rental yields and capital growth.“

If you are interested in buying, selling or renting in Barry,
please get in touch. Alternatively, you can get an approximate
online valuation of your property at www.acjproperties.com 

Free Instant 
Online 

Valuation
www.acjproperties.com



ACJ Launch Virtual 
Viewings Service
We are delighted to offer Virtual Viewings to all clients
using our standard sales service. This innovative 3D 
property technology allows prospective buyers (or tenants
where possible) to immerse themselves with a virtual
walk through of each of our properties 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, whilst in the comfort of their home or
wherever they may be.

How is it created?
A Virtual Viewing is a 3D image of your property that can
be viewed in a virtual reality system. Using state of the art
3D cameras, we are able to provide the most accurate
representation of your property. The camera’s multiple
sensors measure each room’s spatial depth and distance
and construct a 3D model where each room can be
walked through with a 360° orientation.

Do you need a VR headset to view the tours?
No, you can view the tours on your mobile, tablet or PC.

Why use Virtual Viewings?
A Virtual Viewing is produced just once when we market
the property, creating an online ‘viewing ready’ property
which is available at any time of day or night, 365 days a
year. This will ultimately reduce the time you would need
to spend preparing for each viewing by filtering out those
viewings that have no potential. 

Buyers are able to view properties from the comfort of
their own home, knowing that each aspect of the property
has been captured in perfect detail. 

To find out more, register your interest for a free valuation
https://acjproperties.com/valuations/

Call us for a free valuation

029 20 41 51 61
acj@acjproperties.com

9a Royal Buildings, Victoria Rd,
Penarth, CF64 3ED 

www.acjproperties.com 
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Could Buy-To-Let investors
avoid 3% stamp duty 
surcharge following tax 
tribunal ruling?
HMRC could soon be
flooded with stamp duty
surcharge refund requests
from buy-to-let investors 
following a potential precedent set at a recent tax tribunal in
which a couple acquired a derelict building in which they 
were able to negate the additional 3% stamp duty charge on 
purchases of second homes.

The tax tribunal ruling has revealed a possible scenario 
where buy-to-let investors can avoid paying the 3% stamp duty
surcharge, and that could pave the way for many more who
have already paid the charge, to request a refund from HMRC.

The tax tribunal, held in Bristol, suggests that certain 
property purchases may not be subject to the additional 
3% surcharge, just the standard rate of stamp duty.

The case in point saw Paul and Nikki Bewley acquire a 
derelict bungalow in Western-super-Mare, which was at the
time uninhabitable. The couple opted to bulldoze the original
building in order to build a new property in its place, in the 
belief that they would not be liable for the 3% charge for
acquiring an additional property home.

However, HMRC contested this view and believed that the 3%
stamp duty surcharge was applicable, on the grounds that a
property was capable of being used as a dwelling sometime 
in the future.

But a recent tax tribunal ruled against the HMRC claims, 
stating that the surcharge was only chargeable if the home
was in suitable living condition immediately.

This judgment suggests that buy-to-let landlords may have 
a case for exemption from the 3% surcharge, if buying a 
property that is uninhabitable at the time of purchase.

Specialist buy-to-let broker Commercial Trust Limited believes
this ruling could potentially represent an opportunity for 
retrospective claims from buy-to-let investors who have paid
the additional charge on properties that were uninhabitable 
at the time they were bought.

HMRC has yet to decide on an appeal, stating: 
“We’re considering the judgment carefully.”

Source www.landlordtoday.co.uk 


